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Calendar of Events
March 1  Wednesday Ash Wednesday

March 2  Thursday
9 am Community Reading Day at RCS

March 3  Friday
7 – 10 p.m.  Open Mic Town Hall.  House band will be the 
William Brothers, who played last year’s MusicFest.  Homemade 
food by council members (main dish, bread, and goodies) for sale.

March 4   Saturday
11 am  Friends of the Library Meeting at the library.  
Plan library support, this newsletter and upcoming events. 

5 pm Soup “R” Bowl/Chicken 
Shoot at the Royalston Fish & Game 
Club, sponsored by the Events Com-
mittee. We are looking for donations 
in all three categories, also desserts 
and pastries.   All you can eat soup, 
stews/chowders and chilis. Immedi-
ately following we will be hosting a 

Chicken Shoot (card game with prizes).  This game cost $1 per 
round. Winners get a Market Basket  pre-cooked chicken and a 
prize each round. 

March 12 Sunday
2 pm Ukrainian Easter Egg Dyeing Workshop with  Nanji 
Davison  at the Town Hall.  The class is limited to 12 people .  Pre-
register by calling or e-mailing the library.

March 16 Thursday
7pm North Quabbin Garden Club will discuss pruning 
tools and techniques at the Millers River Education Center, 100 
Main St ,Athol.  Members free; guests asked for a donation. 

March 17 Friday St. Patricks’s Day

March 20 Monday
6:23 am  Spring Equinox.  Day and 
night are both nearly equal in length at 12 hours 
today.  In February, with 3 days at 60 degrees,  
snow fleas melted away, red-winged blackbirds 
returned, pussy willows popped, and skunk cab-
bage generated enough heat to push up through 
the snow to bloom in a vinegary-stench (a come-
hither to the few early pollinators).    In March, 
look for  Eastern bluebirds, woodcocks,  and  wa-
terfowl to migrate in as reptiles bask their winter 
torpor away in the strengthening sun.    Last year’s winter was the 
warmest on record and 2016-17 is shaping up to be even toastier.

March 20 Monday
11:00 a.m. at the Royalston Town Hall  Trav-
el with Jeff Davis, folk musician, fiddle 
player and archivist, into the history of ru-
ral America with the program  called Ameri-
can Sampler, where students  relive history 
through traditional songs of  the Revolution-
ary War, Appalachia, sailors, and more, in-
cluding African-American banjo tunes, Irish 
fiddle tunes, and cowboy ditties, All ages 
are welcome.  Free.   Sponsored by the Roy-

alston Cultural Council and the Village School.

4:30 pm  Library book group meets to discuss ‘The 
New Ecology: Rethinking a Science for the Anthropocene’ by Os-
wald J. Schmitz.  Aaron Ellison, a friend of the author, will facilitate 
the discussion.  Copies of the book are available at the library.  Re-
freshments. 

March 25 Saturday
8 - 11:30 am The 4th annual Chet Hall Scholarship 
Breakfast at RCS .  Tickets will be sold in advance and at the 
door at RCS or Kimball-Cooke Ins. Co.  Items donated in advance 
for the silent auction appreciated.  Please contact Marie Lajoie at 
978-249-2900 for more information. 

March 29 Wednesday
7:30 pm.  Ladies’ Benevolent Society meeting at the 
home of Pat Worth.  Business meeting followed by  a program 
by North Quabbin Citizens Advocacy, followed by tasty refresh-
ments. At all LBS meetings, everyone (of all genders and ages) is 
welcome.  This is a good way to meet people in town. Call presi-
dent Kristen West for more info; 978-249-5993.  

Save the Date
April 1  Saturday  Note date change!

6 pm Historical Society Cozy Community 
Supper to raise money for the needed new roof.  
$12 at town  hall.  Tickets at www.royalstonhis-
torical.org, from members, or at post office and 
library.  

7 pm  Wheat-weaving expert,  Kathy Morris, 
will discuss the importance of wheat and palm 
weaving in the 19th century to the local and re-
gional economy,  particularly this cottage indus-
try’s  effects on women’s lives.  She will also 
discuss the craft of plaiting.  Raffles of Kathy 
Morris’ traditional wheat weavings too ! 



Page 2  Royalston Community Newsletter March 2017 
Select Board Notes:

Christine Long, Chair
Royalston has not had an audit done since 
about 2011; last year, we finally commis-
sioned one for Fiscal Year 2015 from a 
respected municipal audit firm, Melanson 
Heath, and in February we received the 
documents.

Available on the town website under 
“Public Records” and for perusal in pa-

per form in the library, Whitney Hall and the Select Board office, 
these documents include a management letter, a single audit rela-
tive to the wastewater treatment plan loan, and a financial state-
ment. (All the information in the single audit is included in the 
management letter.)

The management letter identified four material weaknesses in the 
way we conduct our financial affairs, one significant deficiency, and 
a number of miscellaneous issues where improvement was indicated. 

Because for the second half of last year we were also involved in 
state Department of Revenue Community Compact initiatives con-
cerning our financial management, we have already addressed some 
of the identified problems and begun to address most of the rest.

For example, both the Community Compact studies and the audit 
highlighted the fact that we have not reconciled our accounting 
and treasury books for several years, but with a new accountant 
and a new contract for expanded financial software, that reconcili-
ation is almost up to date.

Town Clerk News- Annual Town Election
Melanie A. Mangum,  Town Clerk  
Last day to object/withdraw from ballot- Wed, March 1, Last day to register to vote - Tue, March 14.   
 
The following are the positions and terms up for election this year:   
POSITION   TERM  Official Currently in the Position
Selectboard member  2 years  Vacant due to passing of John W. Morse
Selectboard member  3 years  Christine Long  
Assessor    2 years  vacant   
Assessor    3 years  James Richardson  
Board of Health   3 years  Philip Leger  
Board of Health   2 years  vacant   
Cemetery Commission  3 years  Roland Hamel  
Library Trustee   3 years  Mary Longsworth  
Board of Public Welfare  3 years  Nancy Melbourne  
Planning Board   5 years  Kate Collins  
Sewer Commission  2 years  vacant  
Sewer Commission  3 years  Marie Mello  
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund 1 year  Gary Winitzer  
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund 1 year  Wayne Newton  
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund 1 year  Roy Smith, Jr  
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund 1 year  vacant   
Athol-Royalston School Comm. 3 years  Nancy Melbourne 
(ATHOL  ARRSC ( 2seats)     3 years   

For another example, the audit noted our less-than-timely requests 
for Chapter 90 reimbursements, but with the hiring of a clerk to 
assist the DPW, we are solving this problem. Similarly, the budget 
process now underway is implementing other recommendations. 
When voters come to annual town meeting this year, for example, 
they will see a categorized budget in place of the alphabetical ver-
sion we have used for some time now.

Probably the most worrisome line in the audit documents comes 
in the financial statement: “Because of the matter described in the 
Basis for Disclaimer of Opinion paragraph, however, we were not 
able to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to provide a ba-
sis for an audit opinion.” Why is this worrisome? Because it could 
hurt our rating if we seek to issue a bond.

According to the explanation of the statement, we failed to sup-
ply certain required supplementary information. We actually do not 
recall ever being asked for these materials, one of which does not 
apply to Royalston and one of which is in fact included in the finan-
cial statement. Regarding the third, “Management’s Discussion and 
Analysis” (a summary of our financial situation), we have asked the 
auditors if we may submit it now that we know it is wanted.

Residents can read more detail about our progress  in the management 
letter, which includes the town’s responses to the various issues.

All in all, the Select Board and the financial officers believe that 
the town is already in a much stronger position because of the work 
we have done and that we will continue to improve our standing.  
We’ll keep you posted!

The ballot does not become official 
until March 1st, but the following res-
idents have either taken out papers to 
be on the ballot or are running write 
in campaigns:

Selectboard:
2 year seat- Jon Hardie; Gary Winitzer
3 year seat - Christine Long
Board of Health - Andrea Crete
Library Trustee (write in)- Theresa 
Quinn
Still vacant: assessor, Bartlett Fund, 
sewer commision.  Potential write in 
candidates contemplating a sticker 
write in campaign should contact the 
town clerk for relevant requirements. 
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Open Burning Season
     The “ Open Burning “ season is upon us . 
All material to be burnt must be natural and 
must not contain household trash or building 
materials.  Burning of tires is strictly prohib-
ited and burning of fields is illegal. 
      The process of obtaining a permit requires 
you to come to Fire Station # 1 on Athol Road 
at 7:00 pm. the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th Monday of 
every month.  You then are to call the day you 

intend to burn and leave your name, permit number, your street lo-
cation and a call- back telephone number.  The burn location must 
be at least 75ft. from any building.  You shall provide some form of 
extinguisher at your burn location.   Remember,  burning start time 
is 10:00 am. AND MUST BE OUT BY 4:00 pm.   No exceptions 
to this state law.  The permit process will be suspended from time 
to time when dry conditions and /or windy conditions exist. 

Board of Health News 
Phil Leger, chair
   Last newsletter, we reported that the compactor was repaired. 
Well the heater was changed, but there were still issues. Finally, a 
valve problem was found and resolved and the compactor is fully 
operational. Thank you for your patience during this period.
   We’ve been finding non-recyclable items in the paper roll off. 
Please, when depositing material, know which container is which. 
If not sure, ask the attendant. 
   Although the attendants do a great job of sanding and clearing off 
the area, be aware of slippery spots and adjust accordingly. Also, 
when walking around the facility don’t assume someone in a ve-
hicle backing up or driving around sees you. Situational awareness 
is the key function there.
   Still time for flu vaccines, still in drought, and still ticks, so ad-
just accordingly. There is great information on ticks at the library.

Winter Parking Ban:
December 1, 2016  through April 30, 2017
Please know that the 24 hour per day enforcement is extremely 
important for keeping our roads cleared and treated so all travel-
ers can safely navigate to and from their homes. Any vehicles left 
on the roadway in this period of time will be towed at the owners 
expense.  Thank you all in advance for your full cooperation. 

North Fitzwilliam Rd. is closed for bridge work.  Alternate routes 
include: N. E. Fitzwilliam Rd, and Rt 32.
  Keith Newton, DPW supervisor

Democrats  to Caucus
Royalston Democrats will caucus March 23 at 7 p.m. in the town 
hall, it was announced by committee chair Allen Young.
The Mass. Democratic Party requires Democrats in each municipal-
ity to caucus and vote for a delegate to the next convention, which is 
a platform convention, Sat., June 3, at UMass Lowell. 
   All registered voters who reside in town and who are enrolled as 
Democrats are eligible to attend the caucus and encouraged to do so.

FUN and FOOD
Soup "R" Bowl/Chicken Shoot March 4, 2017 
at the Royalston Fish & Game Club 5:00pm. 
Gabe Jarvenpaa
     The Events Committee is sponsoring an all you can eat soup, 
stews/chowders and chilis, called a Soup "R" Bowl. 
     This year we are going to have a cooking contest with these 
three categories. Prizes will be determined by the ticket sales. 
Tickets will be $10 each. $2 from the sale of each ticket will be 
split between the winners of each category. 
     Immediately following we will be hosting a Chicken Shoot, 
a raffle as well as a card game.  This game costs $1 per round. 
Winners get a Market Basket  pre-cooked chicken and a prize. We 
are looking for donations in all three categories, also desserts and 
pastries. 
     If you would like to donate or be in the contest, purchase tickets 
or volunteer,  please call Gabe or Marlene Jarvenpaa 249-4491, 
Linda Alger, Betty Woodbury, Jan St.Jean, Beth Gospodarek, 
Geoff Newton, Telma or Marcello Milioli, Nancy Melbourne, Gor-
don Morrison or Alice Leonard. Please come and join the fun! The 
Events Committee's next meeting is March 2, 2017 at the Town 
Hall 7:00pm. You are invited to attend and see how you can help.

2017 Dog Licenses now available.  
Dogs must be registered by March 31, 2017.  
$6.00/altered dog; $10.00/unaltered dog.  Ra-
bies Certificate required to license dogs.  Busi-
ness hours are Mondays, 9-1 and 6-8 at Whit-
ney Hall, 5 School St.

Events Committee Needs YOU!  Now!
Geoff Newton
It is important that any person that has experience and knowledge 
of fund raising and entertainment step up and join the Events Com-
mittee so that it can continue to bring the community together with 
sociable events. Next meetings are on March 2 and April 6, 2017. 
Unfortunately, if there is not  an active increase of volunteers, 
then the existing committee may be forced to discontinue ef-
forts of raising funds for the next town milestone celebration. 
Please find the time to give to this committee for the good of the 
community.  

Cultural Council Seeks New Members
The Council considers itself to be  one of the best functioning com-
mittees in town,  as it is very organized, which makes the commit-
ment doable.  It is a lot of fun!  Members actually look forward to 
meetings!  We meet only as needed. Feel free to contact any coun-
cil member:  Jim Bennett, Carla Rabinowitz, Deb Nunes, Andrea 
Lively, Patience Bundschuh, Gordon Morrison, Becky Krause-
Hardie, Gail Oswald for more information.
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Polly Longsworth, Jeffrey Magnum, Clarence Rabideau
Mondays: 10:00 am- 8:30 pm. Thursdays 1:00pm - 5:00pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm

Saturdays: 9:00 am - 12 noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

Library Book  Discussion Group meets at 4:30 the 3rd Monday of 
most months.  
Library Book Group to Discuss The New Ecology
Aaron Ellison will facilitate the library book discussion of The New 
Ecology: Rethinking a Science for the Anthropocene by Oswald J. 
Schmitz on Monday, March 20 at 4:30 p.m. at the library.  The book 
is easy to read and discusses how the study of ecology is evolving 
to take into account the effect that humans are having on the natural 
world.  He focuses on how we must fill a niche and conserve species 
diversity as a means to keep our ecosystems resilient in the face of en-
vironmental change and take on new roles as stewards of the environ-
ment.  Schmitz is the Oastler Professor of Population and Community 
Ecology in the School of Forestry and Environmental Studies at Yale 
University (and a friend of Aaron’s).  Aaron has purchased several 
copies of the book for the library and these are available to borrow.  
Refreshments will be served.

Donations to the Friends- Thank you! 
Henry Cole

Bit of Bliss Yoga with Janet Bettey
Yoga classes with certified instructor Janet Bettey will continue 
each Tuesday at the Town Hall at 7 pm.  Mats, straps, and blocks 
are available to borrow if you don’t have any.  All skill levels are 
welcome to attend and instructions for each pose is given with 
variations for each level of competency. This relaxing hour plus 
helps improve flexibility and balance and focuses on breath work. 
It is awesome!  The program is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library and free-will donations are welcomed.

Belly Dancing Classes Begin 
The six week belly dancing classes with Tanya Allain will begin 
on Thursday, March 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the upstairs at the Town 
Hall.  There is no class March 16.  Tanya will begin with the ba-
sic moves and continue to teach individuals ways to create a fluid 
dance. Belly dancing helps increase flexibility and is beneficial to 
the spine and abdominal muscles, lengthening and strengthening 
them.  No special clothing is needed but wear comfortable clothing 
that allows for movement and soft soled shoes or socks.  There is 
no need to pre-register, just show up and be prepared to have a lot 
of fun. ( If you unable to attend the first and even the second class, 
you will be able to complete the rest of the classes. )The program is 
open to all and sponsored by the Friends of the Library.  Free-will 
donations are welcomed.

Ukrainian Easter Egg 
Dyeing Workshop
There are still a few spots left 
in the traditional, wax and dye 
egg decorating workshop led by 
Nanji Davison.  The class will 
be held on Sunday, March 12 
at 2:00 p.m. downstairs in the 
Town Hall. The class is limited 
to 12 people and you must sign 

up by calling or emailing the library.  This program is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library.  Materials for members of the Friends is 
$5 and for all others, $7.50. Refreshments will be served.

Art Exhibit at the Library
During March and April, Library Trustee, Clarence Rabideau will 
have an exhibit of pastels.  Clarence attended the Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts School, the School at the Worcester Art Museum, and 
received his degree from Clark University in Worcester.  He also 
studied at the San Francisco Art Institute.  He taught art at Ap-
plewild School in Fitchburg for 37 years where he was the head of 
the Visual and Manual Arts Department.  He has exhibited his work 
at the Fitchburg Art Museum and the Fitchburg State University 
Gallery.  He has been a library trustee for two years.

Axis360 = Free eBooks!
Do you have an 
iOS device (iPad, 
iPhone), Android,  
Kindle Fire, or 
Windows PC?  
Do you buy eB-
ooks or eAudio-
books?  Did you 
know you can get 
them FREE from 
the Library?  All 
you need to do 
is download the 
Axis360 app to 
your device, log 
on with your li-
brary card number 

and password and you’re all set to borrow up to 3 books at a time.  
Books check out for 14 days and automatically expire; meaning 
no need to worry about returning your books on time.   Axis360 
offers a wide selection of fiction and nonfiction titles including 
new bestsellers.  For help downloading and setting up your device 
stop by the Library. Visit http://royal.axis360.baker-taylor.com/ to 
download the app and browse the great selection of titles available.
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DVDs: : 
Arrival
Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk
Death in Paradise: Season 5
The Girl on the Train
Hell of High Water (DVD & Bluray)
Jack Reacher: Never Go Back (DVD & 
Bluray)
Masterminds
Trolls

Adult fiction
Auster, Paul  4 3 2 1
Barry, Brunonia  The Fifth Petal
Barry, Sebastian  Days Without End
Correa, Armando  The German Girl 
Crombie, Deborah Garden of Lamentations
Delaney, J.P.  The Girl Before
Gaiman, Neil  Norse Mythology
Gardner, Lisa  Right Behind You
Goodkind, Terry  Death’s Mistress
Gyasi, Yaa  Homegoing
Kinsella, Sophie  My Not so Perfect Life
Knott, Robert  Robert B. Parker’s Revelation
Lipman, Elinor  On Turpentine Lane
Marlowe, Mary Ann Some Kind of Magic
McCall Smith, A.  Bertie Project
Nguyen, Viet Thanh Refugees 
Oates, Joyce Carol Book of American Martyrs
Perry, Thomas  The Old Man
Rankin, Ian  Rather be the Devil
Rekulak, Jason  The Impossible Fortress 
Robb, J.D.  Echoes in Death
Saunders, George  Lincoln in the Bardo
Smith, Ali  Autumn

Adult Non-Fiction
Campisi, Charles    Blue on Blue: Good Cops Catching Bad Cops
Faber, Joanna    How to Talk so Little Kids will Listen
Foer, Joshua    Atlas Obscura
Horowitz, Richard   How Can I Get Better?
Merkin, Daphne    This Close to Happy: A Reckoning with De- 
      pression
Schmitz, Oswald    The New Ecology 
Taubes, Gary    The Case Against Sugar 
Whitman, John    Fresh from the Garden

Audiobooks
Beasley, Kate Gertie’s Leap to Greatness (Juvenile) 
Brown, Peter The Wild Robot (Juvenile)
Delaney, J.P. The Girl Before
Shetterly, Margot    Hidden Figures
Stabenow, Dana    Breakup
Stabenow, Dana    Play with Fire

Young Adult Fiction/Non-Fiction
Grant, Michael Silver Stars
Hale, Shannon The Unbeatable Squirrel Girl 
King, A.S. Still Life with Tornado

Children’s Fiction
Brown, Margaret   North, South, East, West
Brown, Peter  The Wild Robot 
Cooney, Caroline  I’m Going to give You a Bear Hug
Davies, Benji  Storm Whale in Winter 
John, Jory  Penguin Problems
Medina, Juana  ABC Pasta

Some of the new materials at your library

Children’s Nonfiction
Bang, Molly Rivers of Sunlight
Challoner, Jack Maker Lab
Dlugos, Jenn Things that Make you go Yuck!
Fejto, Raphael The Fork
Gagne, Tammy The Dog Encyclopedia for Kids
Meltzer, Brad I am Jim Henson
Mizielinkska, A. Under Water, Under Earth
Time  Presidents of the United States
Weatherford, Carole The Legendary Miss Lena Horne
Winter, Jonah The Secret Project 
Woodcock, Jon Coding Projects in Scratch

CDs
Lambert, Miranda The Weight of These Wings
Linq   Eagle Reserve
Young, Neil  Peace Trail

Preschool Storytime
at the library

10 am each Monday
Stories, socializing, songs, snacks and crafts

Free

Call the library for more information
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Congratulations and good news
Got something to crow about?  Send it 
along to the RCN.  chasegos2@gamil.com 
or drop at library

To fundraise for a new roof on Old School House #1, two events 
are planned in April:  

Royalston Historical Society Benefit Dinner and 
Talk:  The Importance of the Straw and Palm-leaf 
Hat Industry in New England 
April 1st   6 pm dinner, 7 pm talk in the town hall
Learn:  Did you know that the manufacture of palm leaf and 
straw hats employed more people, primarily women and girls, 
than the textile industry in Massachusetts in the 19th C?  Come 
learn about the importance of palm leaf and straw hat manufactur-
ing in New England and Royalston with  Kathy Morris.   Beyond 
hats, Kathy will talk about the craft of weaving of straw, includ-
ing straw threads (Rapunzel), marquetry, embroidery, and inlaid 
furnitiure and fashions.   There will be examples of different plaits 

(braids), straw tools, wheat 
varieties, and the various 
techniques.  Kathy is a board 
member of the National As-
sociation of Wheat Weav-
ers and a member of the 
Guild of Straw Craftsmen 
in the United Kingdom and 
has been weaving straw for 
over 15 years.  She is also 
the Library Director of the 
Phinehas Newton Library in 
Royalston, a building  origi-
nally funded by a local hat 
braid entrepreneur. The talk 
is funded by a grant from the 

Royalston Cultural Council.  

Eat: Before the talk, come enjoy a dinner of homemade, cozy, 
comfort foods and desserts.  Beer and wine on sale.  Tickets ($12/ 
adult) may be purchased on-line  through the His-torical  Soci-
ety web-site, from members, at the post  office, and town library.  
You do not need to attend the dinner to attend the talk.
  
Win:  There will be a chance to win one of several straw weavings 
in a raffle to benefit the Historical Society’s effort to replace the 
roof on Old School House #1.  

 Save the date:  April 30:  Jazz in the Ballroom:      more delicious 
food and drink and all that Jazz-  Plan for brunch at the Maples.  

Royalston singer-songwriter Linq released a new single 
about climate change on January 24th, and she’s currently receiv-
ing airplay in the U.S., Canada, and Europe. Royalston author-
illustrator Gordon Morrison provided two great sketches used on 
the CD cover and disc.

 Linq will be dusting off some familiar cover songs to share at 
the Friday March 10th Soup and Song fundraising event hosted 
by North Quabbin Citizen Advocacy at the American Legion, 40 
Daniel Shays Highway, Orange, MA, at 5:30 pm. Call (978) 544-
7794 for more information. Attendees encouraged to sing along!

 Linq will also provide entertainment at the Monthly Community 
Meal to be held at the Athol Congregational Church, 1225 Chest-
nut Street, on Friday March 31st at 5 pm. Call Bonnie at (978) 
249-8295 for reservations.

Royalstonian given medal by  Royalty:  

On February 7th, Joshua Morris-Siegel attended the Society 
of Master Saddlers annual National Saddlery Competition in 
London. This was his first time attending and participating in the 
competition after recently becoming a member. Joshua received 
3rd place in the Small Business Saddle category under his com-
pany, Siegel Saddlery. He also had the opportunity to meet and 
talk with the Princess Royal (The Queen’s daughter, Anne) who 
awarded the medals. 

a hat from the Society’s collec-
tion, manufactured in Royalston 
under the auspices of Phinehas 
Newton.

Daisy Duke’s Country Salon
Waterville Plaza, 10 Main Street

Winchendon, MA
Hair, Nails, Tanning Services 

& Hydro Massage  
Hair Stylists

Lisa Martin & Emma LeGrand
Call for an appointment:

978-297-1200
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Hugh Blake, a long-time resident of Royalston, 
died at Quabbin Valley Healthcare on February 15th.  

Hugh gradu-
ated from Wen-
tworth Techni-
cal Institute in 
Boston in 1943 
majoring in 
Architectural 
Construction.  
He served in 
the U.S. Army 
in World War 
II.  He worked 
in the L. C. 
Blake Con-
struction family 

business, operating it until 1968 and then for Vappi 
General Contractors as a project manager until his re-
tirement.  He was a talented builder who completely 
refurbished a colonial farmhouse on Stewart Road 
then a few years later built a new house for his sister-
in-law on property next door.

Hugh taught woodcarving at the Templeton Senior 
Center and enjoyed helping family and friends with 
projects. He was a member of New England Wood-
carvers and some of his 
works are featured in the 
their book, “50 Years of 
Carvers.”  He supported 
veterans by donating his 
time and expertise to cre-
ating ornaments for the 
“Tree of Hope” and eagle-
headed canes for wounded 
vets.  

He is predeceased by Alta 
his wife of 60 years.  He 
is survived by two daugh-
ters Charlotte Corstange of Templeton and Barbara 
Coughlin and her husband Robert of Cambridge, his 
son David Blake and his wife Diane of Sandwich, 
eight grandchildren, sixteen great grandchildren and 
two great great grandchildren and his dear friend 
Scott Griffin of Royalston.

Hugh was a wonderful neighbor and always willing 
to help out whenever he could.  Hugh will be sadly 
missed by all who knew and loved him and will be 
fondly remembered for his friendly nature, generosity 
and thoughtfulness, a ready smile and his keen sense 
of humor.  

Kenneth Luther Stewart, 88, of 64 Athol Richmond Rd., passed away peace-
fully on Jan. 30, 2017, at the home that he loved, with his loving family at his 
side.

He leaves the love of his life Doris V. 
(Woodbury) Stewart. They would have 
celebrated 67 years of marriage on March 
4. He also leaves his children, Dorena M. 
Stewart-St.Onge, of Royalston, Daniel 
E. Stewart and his wife Lorraine, of East 
Templeton, and Deborah A. Henshaw 
and her husband Fred of Templeton; his 
brother Arthur E. Stewart of Eastham; his 
grandchildren, Marc Stewart Winer and 
his wife Michelle of Agawam, Joshua A. 
Winer of Philadelphia, Penn., Carla Steb-
bins and her husband Matthew, of East 
Templeton, and Stewart Henshaw and 
Luther Henshaw both of Templeton; his 
great-grandchildren, Pryce Stewart and 
his fiancee Kateri of Athol, Alicia and Phylecia Stebbins of East Templeton, 
Mara and Michael Winer of Agawam, and Amy Joy Henshaw of Templeton; 
and many much loved nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by a brother 
Donald V. Stewart, a sister Ena Stewart Glasson and a son-in-law Michael K. 
St. Onge.

Ken owned and operated Ken Stewart Transmission Company Inc. in Gardner 
for 57 years. He and his wife owned and operated Lee’s Hot Dog 
Stand in Baldwinville for many years. They spent winters in Odessa, 
Fla., where they have many dear friends.

Ken was a World War ll veteran, serving his country in the U.S. 
Army on board the USAT Admiral Sims.  He was an avid trap and 
sporting clays shooter, winning many trophies over the years. He 
was in the Guinness Book of World Records as a member of a mara-
thon trapshooting team. He was an alternate on the Olympic trap 
shooting team for the Olympics in Canada. He was a delegate on the 
Massachusetts Sporting Clays Association.

He was a life member of the Massachusetts Amateur Trapshooting 
Assocition. He was a member of several shooting clubs, including 
the former Athol Rod and Gun Club, The Barre Sportsman Club and 

The Silver Dollar Shooting Club in Odessa, Fla.

He was a member of the VFW in Gardner, the American Legion in Athol and 
the Masonic Hope Lodge AF&AM in Gardner, where he recently received his 
50 year medal.

The son of the late Eri and Bernice (Hager), he was born on Stewart Road in 
West Royalston. He lived there until he was 11 years old and then moved to 
Gardner and graduated from Gardner High School. He and Doris lived in East 
Templeton for years. In 1983, he moved back to West Royalston, living on land 
that has been in his family for over 200 years.

A memorial service will be held on March 4, at 11 a.m., at the South Athol United 
Methodist Church in South Athol. There are no calling hours.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to South Athol United Methodist Church to P.O. Box 211,  
Athol, MA 01331, c/o Gloria Stoddard, treasurer.

Obituaries
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What’s happening at the Village School?
If you are interested in the Village School for next year, it’s time 
to call and arrange a visit.  You can meet with the Director, Rise 
Richardson and observe classes.  There are limited openings for 
next September.

Now we are heading into sugaring season, and all the classes will 
be making field trips to the Richardson Farm in Phillipston for 
shearing, sugaring and lambing.  The K-6th classes start swim-
ming at the YMCA on Fridays in March and April.  

Science Night  Wednesday evening April 5  7:00 pm
Back in January, 4th-6th grade students chose a topic to investigate, 
and with the help of scientist Cathy Szal, designed experiments to 
prove or disprove the initial hypothesis.  No help from parents!  Peer 
review is part of the process.  Students will enthusiastically display 
their work at Science Night and be ready to explain it.  Come see 
their work and ask questions!  Everyone is welcome.

Roots and Sprouts a Parent Child Group for infants and tod-
dlers up to age 4  - Wednesdays, starting March 1st, for 6 weeks, 
excluding March 15.  10:15 to 11:30.       11:30 is outside time in 
the playground.    FREE  
Led by Brooke Coleman, nurse, midwife and health educator
Parents and guardians of young children can gather with other 
parents and their young children in the lovely Village School pre-
school classroom and deepen their connections with their children 

Community School Calendar
08 - Wild About Math with Keith Johnson
13 - 16 - Scholastic Book Fair
14 - Spring Pictures
15 - 1/2 Day - Noon Dismissal - Lunch served
16 - Fairy Tale Theatre with Grade 1 @ 2:00pm
20 - 22 - Kindergarten Screening at ACES
23 - Kindergarten Screening at RCS 9:00am - 2:00pm
24 - DARE Graduation
27 & 28 - Talent Show Try-Outs
31 - All School Mtg. sponsored by Grade 4 

The following after-school programs will begin at RCS after 
we return from vacation:

*Architecture 101 - Thursdays 3:15 - 4:15 - March 2 - April 6 
(Grades 4,5,6)
*Where We Live In Science - Tuesdays - February 28 - April 4 & 
6 (Grades K-2) Thursdays (Grades 3-6) 3:15 - 4:15
*RCS Lego Club - Wednesdays 3:15 - 4:15 (Grades K-6)  March 
1, 8, 22, 29 & 4/12 (class is full)
*Crafty Science - Wednesdays 3:15 - 4:15 (Grades K-6) March 1, 
8, 22 & 29 (class is full)
*Spring Field Hockey - (Grades K - 6) Coming in the spring - 
times and dates to be determined

The 4th annual Chet Hall Scholarship Breakfast will 
be held at RCS on Sat., March 25th. from 8 - 11:30.  Tickets will be 
sold in advance and at the door at RCS or Kimball Cooke Ins. Co.

We would appreciate any donations of hand made items, 
gift cards for the gift card tree, Gift baskets, new and gently 
used items for the silent auction; any donation will be very 
appreciated.  Donated items can be dropped off at RCS, or 
Kimball Cooke Ins. Co. in Athol.  Please contact Marie La-
joie at 978-249-2900 for more information. 

Scholarship Opportunities for Royalston Residents
Residents pursuing post secondary school opportunities are en-
couraged to apply for local scholarships with deadlines of April 
15.   Forms are available through high school guidance counselors 
or the Phinehas Newton Library.  
Royalston Academy Scholarships:  The Katherine Seymour 
Bullock Cole Memorial Scholarship (up to $1000) is available 
to graduating high school residents of Royalston going on to a 
higher education. The Judy Jenkins Musco Scholarship is avail-
able for Royalston residents interested in pursuing educational ac-
tivities including college, home schooling, educational travel, and 
educational and literacy programs.  Submit to   Kristen West c/o 
Royalston Academy Scholarship Committee, Box 35, Royalston, 
Mass.

The Ladies’ Benevolent Society offers $300 scholarships to  
resident men and women of any age attending institutions of 
higher education, either as a new or  returning student.   Contact 
Theresa Quinn at PO  Box 108. Royalston , Mass. 

PTG News:   Please share Amerigas invoices:  Anyone who uses 
Amerigas for propane can give the school a copy of the invoices 
(going back 12 months) and the PTG will  get 2 cents for every 
dollar spent, up to $2000 a year.

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Full Breakfast

Royalston General Store
Mon - Wed 7am-7pm. Thur & Fri 7am - 8pm 

Sat 8am -8pm. Sun 9am - 6pm

978-249-9798
Subs • Pizza • Pasta• Beer • Wine

Liquor • Lottery • Groceries • Hardware
Eat In or Take Out

Sam’s Canine Companions L.L.C.

Sherry A. Miner
71 Athol Road
PO Box 123
Royalston MA 01368
508-873-0629 call or text Professional all breed grooming 

and obedience training
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Classifieds 
Free:
Looking for housing:  64 year old woman on Social Security, non-
smoking, non-drinking, no drugs, one elderly housecat, and one 
itty-bitty dog.  Prefer washer and dryer hook-up.  413-326-0369

Services Available:
Piano and Guitar Lessons: Evan Foisy. $20 for a half hour session. Call 
Evan 978-249-4250, or email evan55@comcast.net

Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and dog 
shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstudios.com  Call 
at 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454

Horse Board: Closed shed w. turnout available in Royalston at Black Horse 
Farm for one or two horses. $300 monthly per horse, advance pay discounts 
available - secure space, arena, nearby trails.  Breed your mare to your stal-
lion of choice. Call  978-249-9880 or suzannagaits@gmail.com

Laurie Truehart:  private wood carving lessons.  978-249-3291. 

Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers, bro-
chures, business cards, etc... Also photo and slide scanning offered. 
Barbara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.net.

House cleaning.  4 hr - $60.00.  Royalston resident.  Call Fran:  home  249-
4596 or  cell  978- 895-0817.  

Justice of the Peace and notary public.   Mariah Mallet 249-9410. 

Affordable horseback riding lessons.  C + R Ranch on the Royalston 
border in Winchendon.  All ages; beginner and up.  Call Cindy 978-894-5611

DTM Landscaping. spring cleanup, snowplowing. Call Theresa Gates 
413-336-1850 or David Plourde 413-336-1593

for sale: 
Mosquito Magnet advanced mosquito defense system. ½ acre range. 
Used one season only. Ideal for small yards and patios. $100.00 firm. 
Call Sharon 987-249-3040. 

Royalston Maple Syrup from  Divoll’s  sugar house. Prices pints $10, 
quarts $17, half gallons $30 and gallons $52.  Call John  978-894-5109

Sweetwater Sugar House at the LeRays has syrup available now and  
will be open for visits on the state Maple Weekend March 18 - 19. Call 
978-249-3464.

Nature books and prints.  Commissions accepted.  Call Gordon Mor-
rison at 978-249-2947. 

Squire Davis Farm honey  $7.00 lb.  Available in 1 and 2 lb jars.  
Call Deb Nunes at 978-249-4000.  Cash only.

Hand-knitted  baby sweater sets, etc.  Call 978-249-4013.

15ft x 15ft EPDM 45 mil pond liner.  Brand new still in box.  
$125.00 or best offer.  Call Tom at 978-249-9633.

Three barn stalls available.  Some tack available. Call Suzanne 
at Black Horse Farm  (978) 249-9880 or cell: (413) 336-1263.

Mulch your garden -  Fertilize by the load or by the bag from 
Black Horse Farm (978) 249-9880, (413) 336-1263 or email   su-
zannagaits@gmail.com

Birch Knoll Farm  - Hay for sale,    Contact Helen at 978-249-3163 or 774-
239-5062

Firewood-   No more dry firewood.  Green firewood $195/ 170 cu feet. or  
$380/340 cu feet.  Call Jim Putney.  978-249-3379.

Recipes of the Month
Tom and Debbie LeRay took time out of their busy sugaring season 
to submit this recipe.  Visit their sugar house at the mulitigerera-
tional  LeRay Farm on  Brown Rd during the state Maple Weekend, 
March 18 -19.  Call 978-249-3464 for more information. 

Maple Glazed Butternut Squash
Ingredients:
1 medium butternut squash:  peeled, seeded, quartered and cut into 
slices
4 tbsp local maple syrup
¼ tsp nutmeg
4 tbsp rum
2/3 cup water

Place all ingredients in a saucepan.  Bring to a boil.  Then, simmer 
for 15 minutes or until squash is tender.  Reserve cooking liquid.  
Transfer soft squash to heated serving dish. Boil cooking liquid 
until thickened.  Pour over squash.  Serve. 

Deb Nunes got this recipe from a friend who created it when he 
worked at one of her favorite Keene restaurants. It was a big hit at 
Open Mic in February - She came home with one little bowl left .  
Remember the Open Mic on March will feature a new cheap and 
tasty eat!  

Sweet Potato Corn Chowder
As with any soup you can adjust any ingredients according to your 
tastes.  Cook, cool and peel 2 1/2 pounds sweet potatoes (I nuke 
‘em) In a soup pot, sweat for five minutes or so (don’t brown) 
one onion, two carrots, two seeded jalapeño peppers, three celery 
stalks, all finely diced. Add 3 cups chicken broth and cook on me-
dium until veggies soft, about 20 minutes.  Using an immersion 
blender, blend potatoes and veggies.  If you don’t have an immer-
sion blender, blend in batches in a regular blender or food proces-
sor.   Add milk to get to desired consistency.  Add two cups frozen 
corn.  Season to taste with salt and pepper.
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(Irish) Garden Notes  February 12, 2017

ith two feet or so of snow underfoot, the garden 
persists as a gleam-in-my-eye.  Fortunately we 
have just returned from greener-than-green Ire-
land, which provides me fodder for this month’s 
notes.  We set out immediately for the west of 
Ireland, it being more picturesque, less populat-
ed, and more traditionally Irish in its lifestyle.  It 
is also rugged, with low fertility.  Agriculture can 

be described in one word:  sheep.  Sheep in the fields; sheep astride and atop 
mountains; sheep ambling down roads.  There was not a garden in sight.  
Traveling east from County Kerry to west County Cork, the surroundings 
changed dramatically.  Less rugged, the pastures larger, the grass greener 
and taller.  This is horse and cattle country (though you wouldn’t know it, 
the animals confined until the pastures dried out some).  Cultivated fields 
were few and far between.  The best farmland, as we discovered in the final 
days of the trip, are in the east, north and south of Dublin, but it is winter 
there as well (though decidedly less severe, ranging from the low 30s to 
the low 50s during our visit), so there was an absence of farming activity.

From the field to the table:  Most of our meals were consumed in pubs.  
Menus were remarkably similar.  Always one or more lamb dishes (Irish 
stew, shepherd’s pie).  Always one or more fish dishes (including the ubiq-
uitous fish and chips).  Nowhere in Ireland is one further than seventy or so 
miles from the sea.  The vegetables in the Irish stew could have come from 
my root cellar:  carrots, potatoes, celeriac, rutabaga.  All produce in Irish 
markets are identified by country of origin.  Leeks, cabbages, broccoli, 
and cauliflower, as well as the aforementioned root crops, are Ireland’s 
sole contribution at this time of the year.  No fruit.  No berries.  No greens.  
We saw but one set of greenhouses in our travels (though they must exist; 
returning from the airport with a stop at Trader Joe’s we discovered that 
the daffodils were from, you guessed it, Ireland.)

Further reflections on the Irish experience:  any notion we might be es-
caping the political drama pervading the home front was immediately 
dispelled upon landing in Dublin, the Trump name and face prominently 
displayed in the newspapers and broadcast on television and radio.  There 
was a simple enough solution:  I did not look at the newspapers, turn on 
the television (or turned away in the pubs), and listened to music.  The 
Irish are hospitable and personable folks.  Given the opportunity, they are 
quick to engage in conversation.  We always felt welcomed.  The country 
is immaculately clean.  I probably saw less roadside trash on our eleven 
hundred mile jaunt around the country than I saw on a nine mile ride to 
Athol yesterday.  I was particularly drawn to the small towns and villages.  
(Like small towns and villages in the States, they are a dying breed, as 
residents flock to the cities or emigrate from the country.  The population 
in Ireland today is far less than it was in the mid-nineteenth century.)  I 
may be stereotyping, but in a village of ten commercial establishments, 
three (or more) will be pubs.  A bit larger and the town will support a 
butcher shop, the traditional conduit for the beef and lamb raised in the 
country.  As a final thought, Ireland is steeped in antiquity, examples of 
which we saw time and again.  Two years ago, Royalston celebrated its 
250th anniversary.  In Ireland, that would be the new part of town.
February 22
A veritable heat wave and the snow cover has all but disappeared.  Some 
open ground, but none in the garden.  Maple trees have been tapped; seeds 
have arrived (onions, leeks, parsley, celery/celeriac to be planted in early 
March).  Not a groundswell of activity, to be sure, but it is a start.
     Larry Siegel 
         
 

Seeing Snow
Deb D’Amico
“If you change the way you look at things, the things you 
look at change.” This bit of wisdom is attributed to the late 
psychologist Wayne Dyer, but the idea itself has roots in 
Buddhism, Hinduism, and quantum physics. This is not 
something I ponder often, life’s pace being what it is. Still, 
the idea intrigues me. If the world I experience can be af-
fected by the way I see it, then the ordinary could become 
extraordinary. Which brings me to snow.

The morning after a recent storm found me gazing out our 
window and pondering. Snow has a way of landing every-
where, which makes it pretty to look at for about 5 min-
utes. Then reality sets in and snow becomes a nuisance that 
has to be dealt with. It had to be moved from where it had 
landed to where I wanted it to be. I put down my tea, suited 
up, and went out to face the inevitable.

The repetitive, rhythmic nature of the task soon took on a 
meditative quality. There was the crunch of shovel enter-
ing drift; the weight of the lifted snow; the whoosh as it 
flew aside. Crunch. Whoosh. Crunch. Whoosh. My atten-
tion narrowed to this moment, this act. Before long I was 
contemplating snow. 

I was aware of its blueness and how it is composed, not of 
flakes, but of translucent beads. It is just water, after all, and 
I was amused to think that I was shoveling water. I thought 
of late snow and how the warmth of pavement causes it to 
melt from below, releasing small rivulets of water that run 
beneath, and out from under, the snow’s surface. 

I began to discern its scent and I thought of my mother who, 
on dark winter nights before a storm, would sniff the air and 
tell us, “It smells like snow.”  I considered the countless 
snowstorms I have cleared away in my lifetime, and tried, 
unsuccessfully, to recall the very first time I shoveled snow.

I thought of spring snow, corn snow, powder snow, wet 
snow. How it comes to us in blizzards, squalls, flurries, 
storms - even “thunder snow”. To describe the lightest of 
snowfall for the briefest of time our family used to say, 
“It’s spitting snow!”

I recalled how our parents enthusiasm about our move from 
Massachusetts to the White Mountains included a promise 
to their four small children: “You will see so much snow!”  
When we arrived in our new town on a sultry August day I 
was crestfallen. I asked my father, “Where is all the snow?”

In recent years, snowstorms have been given names, like 
their warmer cousins, hurricanes.  “If you change the way 
you look at things, the things you look at change.” It would 
seem that the  National Weather Service has changed the 
way they look at snow and, for them, snow has become 
something to fear. But I don’t buy it. For me, snow has be-
come much more complex - a holder of memories, a source 
of wonder.
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Pearson Rubbish
978-249-5125

127 Bliss Hill Road, Royalston
Full Service Disposal

Weekly Pick Up in Royalston

Prompt Courteous Service                           Call Russ

Performance Press
Owners- Sandy and Dick Creamer

Winchendon
978-297-0433    Fax: 978-297-1719

email: perf4man@aol.com
color copies .50     wedding invitations

soup to nuts printing

The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Family Pet Mobile Veterinary Services
Sue Ellen Mowcomber DVM

Caring for your pet in the 
comfort of your home.

978-249-4626
www.familypetmobilevet.net

Renovations R Us
All Phases of Home Improvement

cell 508-425-0570
MA CS #62476   HIC # 115978

MA Lead Cert. #LR000324

Bob Leblanc, Royalston

Paul A. Montero, P.L.S.
Professional Land Surveyor

101 Northeast Fitzwilliam Rd - PO Box 20
Royalston, Massachusetts 01368

Telephone: (978) 249-5879

Cloutiers’  Pete & Henry’s
18 Main St. (Rt. 68) in South Royalston, MA 01368

Thu. 4-9; Fri. 4-10; Sat. 3-10; Sun. 1-8 p.m.
Closed week of July 4th and month of December

call 978-249-8375 for reservations
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Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff:  Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel, Alexandra Krasowski

Submission deadline for April issue: March 21   
Please Contact Us 

To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:
 E-mail:  chasegos2@gmail.com
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
 In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. This 
Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston house-
holds as a public service provided by the Friends of the Phine-
has S. Newton Library with support from the Performance 
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the 
entire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)

by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
 Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368

Royalston Resident
Star Route 80
Royalston MA 01368

The Royalston Community Newsletter
Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library
PO Box 133
Royalston MA 01368

      While it may be on Tax Day this year for their parents, Sat-
urday, April 15 will be remembered by children of all ages as the 
day of the annual Royalston Egg Hunt on the Common. It is the 
day before Easter Sunday. In keeping with tradition, this is a rain 
or shine event.
     The event starts from the Town Hall steps. The signal to go will 
be given at 10 AM sharp. It is best to arrive by 9:45.
Volunteers will have prepared upwards of 2000 plastic eggs stuffed 
with wrapped candies, assisting the Easter Bunny with the task. It 
is rumored the Mr. Bunny himself will be make an appearance at 
the event. Participants are advised to dress for the weather and are 
asked to bring a bag or basket to contain their eggs and candy.
     Organizers of the event cheerfully welcome the donation 
of small, wrapped candies that can fit inside the plastic eggs.  
PLEASE, NO HARD CANDY or ADDITIONAL PLASTIC 
EGGS; WRAPPED SOFT CANDY ONLY! Cash contributions 
are also welcome, allowing the volunteers to purchase candy for 
the eggs. Donations of candy or cash can be made at the Library 
or the Royalston General Store. THE DEADLINE FOR DONA-
TIONS IS FRIDAY, MARCH 31, allowing time for the volunteers 
to do their magic.
     Volunteers are always needed for this event, especially on the 
day of the hunt. To volunteer or for more information, contact Sara 
Dilg at 978-248-9828 or Rene’ Lake-Gagliardi at 978-249-4639.

Look for the Mourning Cloak butterflies to emerge from the snow in March.   These longest-lived of 
butterflies thaw out concurrently with their favorite food, sap. Adults have overwintered in a cryo-stasis 
under bark and leaf litter and now emerge, warm themselves by thoractic contractings and lolling in 
the sun, fly off  to mate, lay 30 - 50 eggs, and die. The caterpillars hatch 10 days later, and according 
to one Manitoba web-site,   for the next 5 instars seldom move far from being in contact with one of 
their siblings. If disturbed on a branch, the mass of caterpillars vibrate in unison, presumably, startling 
a potential predator. If the group’s appetite exceeds the leaf capacity of the small tree or shrub on which 
they’re feeding, they will march off together in a follow-the-leader fashion in search of plenty.  Even-
tually, the caterpillars spread out, pupate and hatch the adults, due to make an appearance this month. 


